
 
1050 17th St NW 
Suite 1150       Free Markets. Real Solutions. 
Washington, DC 20036     www.rstreet.org 
202-525-5717        
 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch     May 9th, 2017 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th St SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
Notice of Ex Parte 
 
 In re Restoring Internet Freedom, WC Docket No. 17-108 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch, 
 
On Friday, May 5th, 2017, Mike Godwin and Tom Struble of the R Street Institute met 
with Nathan Leamer, Policy Advisor for Chairman Pai. We discussed the Restoring Internet 
Freedom notice of proposed rulemaking,1 and how the proposed changes to the 2015 Open 
Internet Order2 would likely impact consumers and the Internet ecosystem, more broadly. 
 
We highlighted various zero-rating (a.k.a. sponsored data) programs that mobile carriers 
have developed in recent years — including T-Mobile’s Binge On program3 and Wikipedia 
Zero4 — which appear to be both pro-consumer and pro-competitive in nature. These 
programs are allowable today, under existing rules, and we encouraged the Commission to 
continue fostering development of these innovative service offerings going forward. 
 
Additionally, we commended the Commission for seeking input on the various issues at 
stake in the Restoring Internet Freedom proceeding, and implored the Commission to keep an 
open mind going forward and not predetermine any outcome before commenters have had 
a fair chance to weigh in. 
 

* * * * * 

																																																								
1 Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, Restoring Internet Freedom, WC Docket No. 17-108 (Apr. 27, 
2017), available at https://goo.gl/cGKoPj.  
2 Report and Order on Remand, Declaratory Ruling, and Order, Protecting and Promoting the Open 
Internet, GN Docket No. 14-28 (Feb. 26, 2015), available at https://goo.gl/by6VPi.  
3 T-Mobile, Binge On (last visited May 8th, 2017), available at https://goo.gl/ynOc5Z.  
4 Wikimedia Found., Wikipedia Zero (last visited May 8th, 2017), available at 
https://goo.gl/AKGyAX.  



In accordance with Section 1.1206(b) of the Commission’s rules,5 this letter is being filed 
with your office. If you have any questions, please contact the undersigned. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Mike Godwin 
 
Mike Godwin 
Senior Fellow 
R Street Institute 
mgodwin@rstreet.org 
 
 
/s/ Tom Struble 
 
Tom Struble 
Technology Policy Manager 
R Street Institute 
tstruble@rstreet.org 
 
 
        cc: Nathan Leamer 
         Nathan.Leamer@fcc.gov 

																																																								
5 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(b). 


